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few days ago. It had been given to Rudi, and Helen felt
aggrieved that so fine a gift had fallen to her brother.
Since he would not even share it with her, she had
revenged herself by breaking it and had hidden the
pieces in a cupboard. On being accused, she stoutly
maintained her innocence, and as a last resort the
governess had called in Father to act as judge. A proper
trial was being held when Irene entered the room. The
child denied having had anything to do with the crime,
the governess acted as witness, Rudi as plaintiff. At
length Helen could hold her own no longer, and broke
down in a tumult of sobs and tears.

Irene had eyes only for her husband. It seemed to her
that he was not sitting in judgment upon the child but
upon herself. Might she not as early as to-morrow have
to stand before him, the guilty party, trembling like her
baby daughter and with the self-same catch in her voice?
So long as Helen stuck to her lie, Father had frowned
and spoken severely; but no sooner did she begin to ack-
nowledge her wrong-doing than his manner softened.
He argued the matter out with her gently, showed the
child how unkind it had been to spoil her brother's
pretty plaything. As Helen began to understand how
naughty she had been, she broke into fresh tears, and
howled out the truth.

Irene rushed to her little daughter's side, but the child
pushed her mother away. Fritz, too, reproached her for
such premature sympathy, for he was not inclined to let
the culprit off without punishment. The two children
had been invited to a party on the morrow and they had
been looking forward to the treat for weeks. Well, Helen
would have to stay at home. This was a blow, indeed;
and when she had heard her sentence she set up a
despairing wail. Rudi jumped round the room in
triumph, which was short-lived, for his father said that
gloating over another's unhappiness was an ungentle-

248